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ABSTBACT 

Quotations about the iuportance of and need for 
foreign language teaching and learning by well- known D. S. 
politicians, college and university presidents, religious leaders, 
and governuent officials are presented. Those g acted include: <1> J* 
M. Leslie; (2) ^. Nyguist; (3) J. H. Hester; (a) c. B. Saunders; (5) 
L. White, Jr.; (6) H. Hunphrey; (7) Babbi 6. Ende; (8) J. i* 
Fulbright; (9) H. Wilson; (10) H. Shapp; (11) B. H. Nixon; (12) L. P. 
Kiiball; (13) B. J. Henle; (14) C. Pilgrin; (15) 6. Beany; and (16) 
G. dcGovern. (PHP) 
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**It b my conviction that no person can claim to be well educated or civilised without 
command of a second lanpiage. Equally it is my conviction that the study of foreign 
langMages must begin at the earliest possible stage of childhood when such learning can 
have the greatest impact at the most impressionable time of life. Beyond this, I am also 
convinced that we live in a world where at least one second la*.guage wUI become an 
increasingly indispensable tool for all of our citizens. And, I am convinced furthermore 
that our children should have the widest possible choice of foreign languages to study/' 

Steven MuUer, Proddent. The Johns Hopkins University 

"I a^ee with you as to the importance of strengthening and enriching 6ar foreign 
language pro^^rams with the aim of improving communications among pe<^le of all 
nations. And in this regard your efforts have full support** 

Edward M. Kennedy, United States Senator 

"I feel that it is important in the education of our youth to study languages of other 
nations in onler to achieve a balanced education. It is my feeling that the stuJy of 
modem and foieign lanpiages will not only help the student to communicate «yith 
peoples of other lands but will also enhance the person^s knowledge of the English 
lanpMge. I think that it is important for our young people to have fbrei^ language in 
high school and to have at least a mmimum requirement of foreign language in all 
curricula at the coUege and university level** 

H. F. Robinson, Ptovost, Purdue University 

"As well as the {^wth in international trade which you and P^dent Nixon both cite, 
repent movements in our nation have pointed out the growing feeling which exists in 
people of diverse national backgrounds to become familiar with and retain part of their 
own national heritage. This movement in itself I regard as an extremdy healthy 
development in our nation and for the worid in general I hope that in the fiiture, foreign 
language teaching %vill receive the same sort of specialized attention and recognition from 
Congress. You may be assured that I shall keep this in mind a» legislative initiatives in the 
field of education come before me in the Senate.** 

Edmund S. Mudde. United Slates Senator 

"Knowledge of a foreign language is the bridge of understanding between one people 
and another. That knowledge enables one to communicate not only on a mind>to*mind 
basis but also on a heart-to4ieart basis. If we truly wish to embark upon an era of world 
undeistanding and peace, then we must be prepared to know our nei{jhbor*8 language and 
not rely solely on his knowing ouis. The teaching of a foreign language, whedier it begins 
at the elementary level or in high school, is essential to (his understanding and should be 
encouraged and nurtured.** 

Jacob K. Javits, United States Senator 

"In this time of national retrenchment and uncertainty %»e have decided that we, as a 
coWfffi, must tu.^e an affirmative Irad in the reinvigoration of our profession. As a 
rla>M« L*t I am in natural sympathy with your rvsnlution: an a president I have taken 
po.-iUve steps to .»«c that foreign language teaching will continue to flourish ul 
Mi.l<ilebuor." 

James I. Armstrong. President, Middlebury CoUege 
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Or. Gladys Lipton, President <^ 
New York State Association of 

Foreign Language Teachers 
Bureau of Foreign Lanouaoes 
New York City Board of Education 
131 Livingston Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 

Dear Dr. Lipton: 

Oepartninfs tae^t to ttl ni^™*?" "^f ""e Education 
Pro^ra^s In the pl^TAl^ Tot,^^All^UZ'lZ ZPlV^:'"''' 

SUto'Zuhd'r^i^Tlt iTiZllTu^' ? "ew York 

and oovern,.en?a^'affa,>S Fo?e ?a' 'L\*'r/r ^^O^. Social 
Americans who travel abriad for P^I^Jf^f'^ preoares the nany 
In other lands. U proWdes sH^^ uM^h £<?~"'""°" P^oo'e 
for interestina and uiioie career onroiJlJt " ''Tl "^""'^ ""^^fy 
Knowledge of tiie lanoi,»n. ,nH^.*w "'^'"^1""^*'** hore and abroad. 

passion and undlrstandino ?or ^ni*?!?,"' '^^'P" """d com^ 

world. ""nerstanding for our fellow human beings throuohout the 

learning l\1d'b1oin"'as^a!:ras*''no'fJ^?r f f 

ad'Jlt years. I apM"u' thP ,chonU """""^ ^'^''""S'' the 

New York State for their ex«11^2J r^^^ "'"'''5? anniiano teachers of 
lasting cooperation be v^el^ ^l rii'vS^r'c!-. ^°'^^''<^ to 

Language Teachers and the StaJl Fducl?in„ n'f ' J^'f^ftion of Foreign 
".utual goals in bohalfTf "rel9ntng':a"e''s?u5r ' 

Faithfully yours, 
Fv,ald 8. Nyouist 



I Pubhcatwrn ^ Reports. United SUte. Departmert of Ubol 

New York State WiTtfon^riJ!!'^ f ^ 'l^^^ «f Ae 

Jwnee M. Hester. Piresideiil; New York Unbenity 

Chiles B. S«.«de» Jr. Acting Awirt^t Secrrtary for Eduction, 
Department of Hedth. Education, and Wdfaie 

America's reputation and influence abroad.'' effrontery which is ruining 

Lynn White Jr. President. Mflls CoUege 

Hubert H. RunphKy. I'niM Sbm Senior 

p.rtofrc';:^:z:.;r-:::tr"^ 

lUbbi C«„j, Eiafe Itoerd of j^a, Ed„„i„ 

1 nank > ou for i-i.titartm^ mi- on thi> Mihject." 

J. tVillbni Fulbright. I'niled States Senator 
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is the'^KilSIlSje' o? o'SSefrii^^SS/' international uncierstandlna 

-orl^ ^Shyr:iS|ori;|^^^ people Of the 

the development of foreign^^fJ^^ajS^Skifir" emphasis 

Who maJS pJfrtiSi Se S^JSi^'^r* « """Uitude of speaker. 

professions, the arS? S^d'S^^^SSiSai^S'fV^Ji}'^"^^^^ 
. onnaercial and industrial worlds. 

New York S^ate ^^fci'^JJon^'II^SrSS^f'^'*" '^^^ to the 
sponsors and inspires ^^^24 f 5 f^'^i^n Language Teachers whLh 
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GIVEN under tny hand and the 
Privy Seal of the State at 
the Capitol in the City of 
Albany this fifteenth day 
of March in the year of our 
Lord one thousand nine 
hundred and seventy-four. 



By THE GOVERNORi 



Unguaga AssociaHon BuJiatin 



ERIC 



**I agett \«ith you wlioleheurtedly in the tmportanoe of intt rnatiunal undtKtanding, *^S^ 
ihf ♦•\istcnoe uf ciiUural. cummfn ial and iniliistriul iiittTilf p».nt]fni t> among coiintrif-i of 
III*- ttoriil anil ihf |»riv>ing nefJ for a ktiuv«ltil};t> of iIh* lanijuagis and cultiiivs of otlwr 
|i»«opl«'s.** 

Milton J. Shapp, Governor, Commonwealth of Penns>lvania 

♦'I want to thank you for your letter of January I i, in uhich you rightly point out the 
important role that foreign language study will play in the emerging era of negotiations 
and peaceful international relationshipri. Thf youth of today will live in an age of 
unparallelej intemaHonal exchange and cooperation, and those who have studied a 
foreign language will be better prepared to help this nation work with others to build a 
better fiiture for mankind.'" , 

j Richard M. Nixon. Presidoit 

"A widening and an intensification of the teaching and study of foreign lanniaaes b 
littleshortofa national necessity." 

Lindsley Piske Kinnball. Vice President, Rockefeller FoundaHon 



"For many yean» I have bern a strong advocate of the study of modem foreign 
languages by Ameriranii. I believe that in a world like ouM not only intercommunication, 
but cultural understanding, depend for a large measure on our knowledge of the languages 
of importance. It is extremely difficult for anybody to enter into another culture without 
mastering the fundamenUl cultural instrument, namely, its language. Moreover, from the 
standpoint of personal development, there are very few studies which give so much of a 
nt-w dimension to an indK idual e peibonality as the mastery of a foreign language. I have 
argued, therefore, that any educated person should hat e the working mastery of at least 
one fonrign bnguage. Anyone looking to national and international leadership ou^t to 
master at least two foreign languages at a high level of achievement.** 

R. J. Henle. S. J., President, Georgetown University 

"UPA has always supported the teaching of foreign language in our schools. We would 
encourage the Board of Education and the Community School Boards to strengthen the 
language offerings on all levels and to encourage our children to explore the advantages of 
the study of foreign languages.** 

Charles Pilgrim. President, United Parents Association 

••I am happy to exprex* my support for the teaching of foreign langnage:' in the 
tindary *rhool,. The ,tudy of f«»rf ijjn language not only enriches our appreciation of 
• iilliiral di\eiv|t> but enhances our >ejis.; of the integrity of the human familv. It can 
strengthen our re*p.-. t for the inherent \%orth of all peoples and the ir equal righU to the 
fr.-.-t and fulled development of their own politi.al. soeial and economic institutions." 

George Meany, President. AFL-CIO 

"Xa you not. 'I. the need fur trained per.-oniiej uith a ftin ign lanjniage capabilitt 1.4 
ill. r.-aj-iii;: in I.utii the pii|.lir ui„! private sertor Tlii- trend uill nndoiihtedly continue a> 
.Apaiul oiir irurki U aliriMil ami im i I our itit.-rii:i(iiiiia! < i>niniitiiient>.''" 

George MrGoiei u. riiilcd .States $enati>r 
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